
 
  

Dragon Class    Year 1 and 2 

Topic title:  South Africa Topic Themes:  Geography 

Our objectives for the topic: 

• To describe similarities and differences between two places.  

• To talk about the seven continents and five oceans. 

• To describe similarities and differences between a small area of the UK 

and a small area in a contrasting non-European country.   

• Describe seasonal and daily weather patterns. 

• To understand the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to 

the Equator and the North and South Poles. 

• Describe and understand the key physical features:  beach, coast, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, river, vegetation, season and weather. 

• Describe and understand the key human features:  city, town, village, farm, 

house and shop.  
• Produce maps with a simple key. 

• Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its 

countries as well as countries, continents and oceans studied at this stage.  

• Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and 

locational and directional language (near, far, left and right) to describe 

the location of features and routes on a map. 

• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of 

their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its 

surrounding environment 

 

 Essential Knowledge: 

• To know that East Langdon is a village located in the southeast of England 

and is mainly an agricultural area and that crops such as grains and fruit 

are grown there. 

• To know that Cape Town is a city located at the southwestern tip of South 

Africa, featuring modern buildings, shopping malls and restaurants. 

• South Africa is famous for Table Mountain, a flat-topped mountain that 

you can see from the city of Cape Town. 

• South Africa is home to many wild animals, such as lions, elephants and 

giraffes. 

• The weather in South Africa can be warm and sunny, but it can also be 

windy, especially around Cape Town. 

• South Africa has many different languages and cultures, with 11 official 

languages, including Zulu, Afrikaans and English. 

• History: South Africa is famous for the life of Nelson Mandela, who 

worked to make the country fairer for everyone. 

Useful links: 

South Africa for kids: South Africa for Kids | 

South Africa Facts for Kids | Geography 

South Africa facts: South Africa 

Cape Town facts: https://youtu.be/8dxlgc2UAr0 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary:  

 Country – A place where people live with its 

own land and government. 

Continent – A large landmass; South Africa 

is part of the continent of Africa. 

Cape Town – A famous city in South Africa, 

known for Table Mountain. 

Table Mountain – A flat-topped mountain in 

Cape Town. 

Ocean – A large body of saltwater; South 

Africa is surrounded by the Atlantic and 

Indian Oceans. 

Wildlife – Animals living in nature, such as 

lions, elephants and giraffes in South 

Africa. 

Safari – A trip to see wild animals, often in 

a natural park or reserve. 

Culture – The way people live, including 

language, food and traditions. 

Nelson Mandela – A famous leader who 

worked for equality in South Africa. 

Flag – A symbol of a country, often with 

different colours and shapes. 

Diversity – A mix of different people, 

cultures, and languages. 

Mountain – A large, tall piece of land, like 

Table Mountain in Cape Town. 

•  City – A large town where 

many people live, like 

Interesting information: 

South Africa is famous for its "Big 

Five" animals: lions, elephants, 

leopards, rhinoceroses and buffalo 

South Africa is home to the cheetah, 

the fastest land animal in the world, 

which can run as fast as a car! 

Table Mountain in Cape Town is so 

tall that you can take a cable car to 

the top, where you can see the whole 

city below! 

 

 

https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/south-africa-for-kids.html
https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/south-africa-for-kids.html
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/geography/countries/article/south-africa
https://youtu.be/8dxlgc2UAr0


Home Learning Ideas: 

 Animal Research 

Choose an animal that lives in South Africa, such as a lion, elephant or penguin. Write 2-3 sentences about the animal's habitat and diet. 

 South African Flag Colours 

Draw the South African flag and colour it using the correct colours. Discuss with a family member what the colours and shapes might represent. 

 Create a Cape Town Postcard 

Design a postcard with a picture of Cape Town and write a message about why it’s a great place to visit. 

 Simple Map of South Africa 

Draw a basic map of South Africa, including the location of Cape Town. Label the provinces and the surrounding oceans (Atlantic and Indian). 

 Learn a South African Song 

Learn and sing a simple South African song, like “Shosholoza” or “The Click Song.” Discuss the song’s meaning with a parent or teacher. 

 South African Food Exploration 

Look up a popular South African food (e.g., biltong, bunny chow, or bobotie) and draw or describe it. Try it at home if possible or imagine what it 

might taste like. 

 Wildlife Matching Activity 

Create a set of flashcards with pictures of South African animals on one side and their names on the other. Match the animals with their names, and 

share some facts about each one. 

 Cape Town Weather Journal 

For a week, record the weather in Cape Town (e.g., sunny, rainy, windy). Compare the weather to where you live. 

 South African Greetings 

Learn a greeting in one of South Africa’s official languages (e.g., “Sawubona” in Zulu or “Hallo” in Afrikaans). Practice saying it and explain what it 

means. 
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