
  

Dragon Class    Year 1 and 2 

Topic title:  The Great Fire of London   Topic Themes:  History 

Our objectives for the topic: 

• To identify and describe similarities and differences between 

periods of time. 

• To learn about the significant lives of individuals.  

• To recount the main details from significant events in history. 

• To order events on a timeline of a topic beyond living memory. 

• To know that we can use information gathered from a range of 

sources.  

• To make simple observations about different types of people 

within a society.  

• To identify similarities and differences between ways of life at 

different times. 

• To retell stories about the past.  

• To recognise why people did things, why events happened and 

what happened as a result. 

• To recall information about people or events from beyond living 

memory. 

Essential Knowledge: 

• The Fire of London started on 2nd September 1666 and lasted 

for 5 days.  

• The weather in London was hot and it hadn’t rained for months. 

Houses in London were mainly built from wood which is 

flammable, especially when it is very dry. The houses were also 

very close together, so fire could easily spread.  

• 2nd
  September 1666 –A fire started in Thomas Farriner’s 

bakery on Pudding Lane in the middle of the night. The fire 

probably came from the oven.  

• The firemen tried to put the fire out by using leather buckets 

of water and then pulling down houses with fire hooks.  

• The fire burned for 4 days. As the wind died down and changed 

direction the fire became under control and was finally put out. 

• 6 people died in the fire. 

• 13,200 houses were destroyed by the fire and 70,000 people 

were left homeless. 

 

Useful links: 

BBC Teach Great Fire of London - The Great Fire of 

London - BBC Bitesize 

National Geographic for Kids - The Great Fire of 

London Facts - National Geographic Kids 

 

 

             

 

Key Vocabulary:  

Bakery: A shop where bread and cakes 

are made.  

Oven: A place where food is cooked. 

Today we use gas or electricity to heat 

ovens but in 1666 they burnt wood to 

heat the oven.  

Leather bucket: Leather is a material 

and was what buckets were made from 

before plastic was invented.  

Fire hooks: Giant hooks used to pull 

houses down.  

Fire break: This is when buildings are 

destroyed to make a break so the fire 

can’t spread to the next building.  

Flammable: When something burns 

easily.  

King Charles II: The King of England in 

1666.  

Samuel Pepys: A famous man who 

wrote a diary about the fire.  

Eyewitness: A person who saw an event 

and can therefore describe it.  

St Paul’s Cathedral: A famous 

Christian church which burnt down 

during the fire. It was rebuilt and still 

exists today.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4msn9q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4msn9q
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/the-great-fire-of-london-facts/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/the-great-fire-of-london-facts/


 
Home Learning Tasks 

  

This term’s learning is linked to The Great Fire of London. Here are some suggestions of how you could support your child’s learning at home. 
  

There is one piece of COMPULSORY homework this term. 

We would like every child to make a 3D model of a Tudor  
home. About the size of a cereal box. 

This should be sent on Monday 24th March. 
  

  Please send homework in as and when it is completed. We can’t wait to see it! 

· Find out facts about the Great Fire 
· Write a diary entry as if they were there at the time of the fire 

· Visit a bakery and buy some bread 
· Make some bread 

· Find out about famous landmarks in London– have you visited any? Send in photographs 
· Visit Canterbury and look at the Tudor buildings—draw or photograph them 

· Find out facts about the plague 

· Write some fire safety rules 
· Compare clothes form then and now 

· Write your name in Tudor style script. 
  

 Mathematics: 

 
It would be great if you could continue help your child with the following: 

• Counting on in 10s from any number 

• Learning 2, 5 and 10 times tables 

• Number bonds of 10 and 20  
• Adding  2 digit numbers 

 

Hit the Button - Quick fire maths practise for 6-11 year olds 
Times Table Rockstar 
  

 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button

