
       

 

17 March 2020 

 

Dear parents and carers 

 

CORONAVIRUS/COVID-19 

 

Given that the situation and the advice received from the 

government is changing on a day to day basis, I thought that for the 

foreseeable future I would write more often with updates from the 

school.  This way, parents and carers are quite clear about our 

response and can plan how it might affect them. 

 

In line with the government’s phased approach, we have also moved 

to our delay phase and this has necessitated some changes to our 

usual routines. 

 

At present, our school remains open and will be as long as we are 

advised to do so by central government and we are able to maintain 

staffing levels for this to happen whilst ensuring the safety of our 

children. 

 

Currently, there are no confirmed cases of coronavirus in any 

member of our school community (i.e. staff, pupil, parent, governor). 

However, we do recognise that some people who are symptomatic 

are no longer being tested and so may have the virus.  As a result, 

these families have been advised to self isolate as a precautionary 

measure. 

 

The guidance on self-isolation changed as of 16 March 2020: 

 

 if you have symptoms of coronavirus illness (COVID-19), 

however mild, you stay at home for 7 days from when 

your symptoms started;  

 if you live with others and you or one of them have 

symptoms of coronavirus, then all household members 

must stay at home and not leave the house for 14 days. 

The 14-day period starts from the day when the first 

person in the house became ill; 

 it is likely that people living within a household will infect 

each other or be infected already. Staying at home for 

14 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of 
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infection the household could pass on to others in the community; 

 for anyone in the household who starts displaying symptoms, they need to stay at home for 7 

days from when the symptoms appeared, regardless of what day they are on in the original 

14 day isolation period.  

 

In school, our primary concern is always for the health, safety and well being of our pupils and so we will 

follow, as Kent schools are advised to do by the local authority, the advice from the government and from 

Public Health England.  This means that if your child or anyone in your home, has the coronavirus 

symptoms of a continuous cough, high temperature or shortness of breath, we will ask you to keep your 

children off school and to follow government advice to self isolate all household members.  I understand 

that this may mean that other illnesses might get mistaken for coronavirus but I would much rather err 

on the side of caution.  Please do not worry about your child’s attendance rate or learning; in the grand 

scheme of things these can be addressed later on when we are heading back towards normality.  If you 

can believe it and this is pretty unusual for me, I am not worrying about attendance at the moment, so 

neither should you! 

 

We have made some changes to our current practice and they are as follows: 

 

 Swimming lessons for Year 3 and 4 (Sea Turtles Class) are cancelled for this term with immediate 

effect 

 Collaboration events will be cancelled for the foreseeable future – this includes the Year 3 and 4 

football tournament, the music workshops and the Spelling Bee competition 

 The end of term Spring Service and Easter Service at St Augustine’s Church in East Langdon has 

been cancelled 

 The full governing body meeting for Term 4 will be cancelled 

 

Whole school assemblies will continue for the moment but we ask any visitors who are coming into school 

to sanitize their hands before entering the school and to only join us if they are well and not showing any 

symptoms of illness. 

 

Parent’s learning and progress meetings, which are due to take place on Monday 30 April are still 

scheduled to go ahead at this time, so do please book your slot to talk to the class teachers. 

  

Current advice about school trips, including residential trips like our Year 2 trip to the Duke of York’s 

Royal Military School, Swattenden for Year 3 and 4 and Manor Adventure for Year 5 and 6 is that they 

should go ahead with a revised risk assessment and planning made by the schools.  Watch this space for 

more advice regarding these trips, it may change and I will let you know if this happens. 

 

Kent County Council has issued the following advice about talking to your children about the virus, which 

echoes the stance we take in school whereby we seek to keep worries or fears to a minimum for our 

children.  Whilst we need to be truthful with children, we also need to protect their well being and level 

of anxiety, so they don’t need to know what is happening at an adult level – this can be too scary for 

children.  The advice is as follows: 

 

‘Involving our family and children in our plans for good health is essential. We need be alert to and ask 

children what they have heard about the outbreak and support them, without causing them alarm. We 

need to minimise the negative impact it has on our children and explain the facts to them. Discuss the 

news with them but try and avoid over-exposure to coverage of the virus. Be as truthful as possible.’ 

 



I understand that this is a worrying time for families and that the speed with which advice changes can 

be confusing.  If you need to talk to me about any aspect of the current situation or future changes and 

our response to it, please contact me and I will try to help.  I would also ask you to be patient in light of 

any response or advice from us; we act only in the best interests of our school community, particularly 

the children and their families. 

 

There is excellent advice at the government website, which has links to other relevant information, which 

can be found at:  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Lynn Paylor Sutton 

Head Teacher 
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