
 

       

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

We are approaching one of the busiest times of year in the school calendar.  There 

are a number of things happening in the next couple of weeks – have a look at them 

later in this newsletter to see what’s happening  

for your child. Any questions, then please ask us for help. 

 

A reminder to parents – please check that your child comes to school with adequate 

clothing for the winter.  Girls should be wearing long socks or tights (please 

remember they CANNOT wear tights for PE so a pair of socks in the PE bag is a 

good idea) and shoes must be worn – boots are not part of our school uniform.  Every 

child needs a suitable winter coat for playtimes.  Gloves, hats and scarves must be 

clearly named.  We do go outside most days, even if it is wet so please ensure that 

your child is well prepared for this with a coat rather than just a school fleece which 

is not waterproof. 

 

PE kit should include a pair of jogging bottoms and a sweatshirt or jogging top to 

keep the children warm in outdoor lessons.  Too frequently children do not have 

adequate PE kit in school and they end up getting cold wearing the little borrowed kit 

we can offer.  PE is a statutory part of the National Curriculum, not something the 

children can opt in or out of, so they do need appropriate kit for all lessons.  The 

best thing to do is send it in on the first day of term and take it home on the last 

day – it is rarely in need of a wash between these times.  
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EMERGENCY CLOSURE ARRANGEMENTS 

 
 

 
In case we have snowfall over the next couple of months here is a reminder about 

what will happen in the event of more than a couple of inches. 
 

I will endeavour, as far as possible, to keep the school open.  The only reason I will 

close is if there is a substantial risk to the health or safety of the children on and 

around the school site.  This includes on the roads surrounding the school which are 

prone to drifting and ice. 
 

If the school has to close then I will announce this in six ways: 

 An email message via Home Connect 

 The school website www.langdonprimaryschool.co.uk will run a  message on 

the home page; 

 On the www.kentclosures.co.uk website; 

 On BBC Radio Kent and on their website; 

 On Heart FM and on their web-site; 

 On KMFM and on their web-site. 
 

If you do not hear that the school is closed, then assume we are open and make your 

way in.  Of course, I understand that local circumstances may dictate whether you 

feel safe bringing your children to school if you have to make a journey by car and I 

will understand if you feel that you would rather not drive, but I do urge parents to 

ensure that children do come in if they can get in.  Children in the immediate vicinity 

are expected to walk to school. 
 

If we can only make safe a part of the school then Years 5 and 6 will be expected to 

attend, but again please check the web-site and radio stations for details of this 

arrangement. 
 

http://www.langdonprimaryschool.co.uk/
http://www.langdonprimaryschool.co.uk/
http://www.kentclosures.co.uk/


  

INTERNET SAFETY 

Online Safety is an important part of keeping children safe at Langdon School. Online Safety is taught to all 

pupils and our curriculum empowers pupils to understand and be aware how they can to stay safe and behave 

appropriately online. However we can only be successful in keeping children safe online if we work with you.  

 

Your help is needed to talk to your children about how they can keep themselves safe and behave appropriately 

online. It’s important that we are all vigilant when children are using the internet and act to ensure they are 

protected from people who may pose a risk to them. Children can accidently or deliberately be exposed to illegal, 

unwanted or unpleasant content, comments or activity online and there are steps you can take at home to 

minimise this risk. 

 

Ground Rules 

 Discuss together as a family how the internet will be used in your house. Consider what information should be 

kept private (such as personal information, photos in school uniform etc) and decide rules for making and 

meeting online friends. Ensure your children know the risks of accepting friends’ requests from strangers 

online and make sure you know what your child is doing online much like you would offline.  

 Discuss using strong passwords with your child so they understand how they can protect their online 

accounts- talk about keeping passwords safe e.g. not sharing them with anyone or use the same password for 

several accounts. If your child’s account is “hacked” or compromised then make sure they change their 

password and report any concerns or suspicious activity. For more advice on using strong passwords visit: 

http://tinyurl.com/Getsafeonlinepassword 

 Consider locating your child’s computers and laptops in a family area but be aware that children access the 

internet on mobile phones, games consoles and tablets so can’t always be supervised. 

 Be especially aware of settings rules relating to your child’s use of webcams and any applications or devices 

which allow voice or video chat. Childnet have useful information for young people about using webcams 

safely: www.childnet.com/young-people/secondary/hot-topics/video-chat-and-webcams  

 

Online Safety 

 Install antivirus software, secure your internet connection and use Parental Control functions for computers, 

mobile phones and games consoles to block unsuitable content or contact from unknown people. Research 

different parental control software and tools available for your home and select the tools which are most 

suitable to you, your child and the technology in your home. Visit sites like www.internetmatters.org, 

www.getsafeonline.org and www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-and-resources/a-parents-guide for safety 

information and advice about parental controls on consoles and devices and how to report concerns. 

 Make sure you read any parental guidance and safety recommendations (including age requirements – most 

popular social networking sites and apps are only for users aged 13+, 16+ or 18+) for any apps or websites 

before allowing your child to use them - visit www.net-aware.org.uk  

 Always remember that parental control tools are not always 100% effective and sometimes unsuitable 

content can get past them, so don’t rely on them alone to protect your child.  

 

Listen 

 Take an active interest in your child’s life online and talk openly with them about the things they do. Talk to 

your child and ask them to show or even teach you how they use the internet, learn which websites or tools 

they like to use and why. Learning together with your child can often open opportunities to discuss safe 

behaviour online.   

 To start a conversation with your child you could tell them that you understand that some young people share 

images and videos online and that you’re interested to know what they think about it and how they think they 

can keep themselves safe. 

 

Dialogue – keep talking 

 Ensure that your child knows that once a picture, video or comment is sent or posted online, then it can be 

very difficult to remove as other people can forward it and share it with others, without them even knowing. 

 www.childnet.com and www.thinkuknow.co.uk has some really useful tips and ideas for parents/carers about 

starting conversations about online safety   

 Always ensure your child knows how to report and block people online who may send nasty or inappropriate 

messages or content. Encourage your child not to retaliate or reply to cyberbullying and to keep any evidence. 

 Make sure your child knows it’s important that they tell an adult they trust if anything happens online that 

makes them feel scared, worried or uncomfortable.  

 

http://tinyurl.com/Getsafeonlinepassword
http://www.childnet.com/young-people/secondary/hot-topics/video-chat-and-webcams
http://www.internetmatters.org/
http://www.getsafeonline.org/
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-and-resources/a-parents-guide
http://www.net-aware.org.uk/
http://www.childnet.com/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/


 

  

Remember, the internet is an essential part of young people’s lives and provides them with tremendous 

opportunities. The vast majority use it without coming to any harm so it’s essential to be realistic: banning the 

internet or web sites often will not work and it can make a child feel less able to report a problem or concern, so 

education around safe use is essential. 

Websites to visit for more information: 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk – Visit the “Parent/Carer” Section and use the “Click CEOP” button to seek advice and report 

online abuse 

www.childnet.com   – Visit the ‘Know It All’ Section for an interactive guide about online safety  

www.getsafeonline.org  – Free up-to-date Security advice including using complex passwords and managing hacked 

accounts 

www.internetmatters.org – Information from the four largest internet service providers (BT, Sky, Talk Talk and 

Virgin) 

www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety - NSPCC’s Share Aware campaign provides information for parents about popular 

social media sites, apps and games.  

www.saferinternet.org.uk – Parents guides to safety tools on popular devices and signposts report mechanisms for 

some websites.  

www.kent.police.uk/internetsafety - Guidance from Kent Police 

 

Optional 

If you are worried that your child is at risk of harm or criminal offence has been committed then you can report 

your concerns to the Police or Children’s Social Care. Please do not notify suspicious profiles of your actions, as 

this could enable them to delete material which might be required for any Police investigations. You can contact 

Kent Police via 101 or 999 if there is immediate risk or report online abuse to CEOP by visiting www.ceop.police.uk 

and using the “Click CEOP” reporting button. You can also contact Kent Children’s Social Services on 03000 41 11 

11, or email social.services@kent.gov.uk. 

 

As the school Designated Safeguarding Lead I am available to discuss any help you may need or concerns that you 

may have.  

 

CHILDREN IN NEED 

Thank you for supporting this charity again.  

We raised a total of £196.87. 

 
POPPY APPEAL 

Thank you also for supporting this annual 

appeal.  This year we raised £153.47. 

 
 

BAG 2 SCHOOL 

Your donations of clothing for recycling 

raised the school £152.00 this term.  Many 

thanks for your help. 

 

 
 

 

 

PTFA CHRISTMAS FAIR 

 
Another hugely successful Christmas Fair was held this month.  

The PTFA worked extremely hard to make this event exciting 

and successful.  We are grateful to the donations from parents, 

friends and local businesses towards prizes, gifts and time.  A 

special thanks should go to Hayley Erridge, Danni Rolfe and 

Jackie Capell who spent Friday evening and all day Saturday 

setting up and preparing the site – it was organised, looked 

amazing and the whole thing ran like clockwork.  The choir 

performed their first show of the season with a sneak preview 

of the songs they will be singing in church in a couple of weeks.  

The whole choir were fantastic and the soloists sounded 

wonderful - I did notice a couple of quiet sniffles and dabbing of 

tears as they sang!   

 

The final amount of money raised is yet to be determined as 

there are still donations coming in but at the last count it was: 
 

 £1234.01  
 

Well done everyone! 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.childnet.com/
http://www.getsafeonline.org/
http://www.internetmatters.org/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
http://www.kent.police.uk/internetsafety
http://www.ceop.police.uk/
mailto:social.services@kent.gov.uk


 

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 

Date  Event Time 

Wb 11.12.17 Scholastic Book Fair in school Monday - Thursday 3.00pm 

15.12.17 Key Stage 1 trip to Gulbenkian Theatre 

Key Stage One ‘The Nativity’ – in the village hall 

10.00am 

1.30pm 

18.12.17 Last Achievement Assembly of the term  

Christmas Dinner followed by class Christmas parties 

9.00am 

20.12.17 Key Stage 2 Christingle Service at St Augustine’s Church, East Langdon 

o/c end of Term 2 

1.30pm 

4.1.18 Beginning of Term 3  

www.langdonprimaryschool.co.uk 

  

  Langdon Primary School         Langdon Primary School PTFA 

CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS  

The arrangements for the next couple of weeks are as follows: 

 

Friday 15 December 2017 – 2.00pm 

Key Stage One – The Nativity Story 

East Langdon Parish Hall 

(Parents and friends are welcome to join us for coffee prior to the performance at 1.30pm) 

 

Monday 18 December 2017 (PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATE) 

End of Term Achievement Assembly – 9am 

 

Tuesday 19 December 2017 

Christmas Dinner 

Christmas Parties 

 

Wednesday 20 December 2017 

Key Stage Two Carol and Christingle Service 

1.30pm 

St Augustine’s Church, East Langdon 

All children will return to school and can be collected from school after the service. 

 

Term starts again on Thursday 4 January 2018. 

 

  

 

  

HOME CONNECT 

Back in September we informed you that we would 

no longer be using ParentMail to communicate with 

you.  We are now using a system called Home 

Connect that emails you directly from the school.  

Some parents hadn’t realised that Home Connect is 

INSTEAD of ParentMail and this has meant that 

they have missed messages from us.  Please be 

advised that the school emails you directly now 

with letters, newsletters and other information.  

Please check your in-box regularly so that you 

don’t miss out.  If you aren’t receiving emails from 

us, or if you change your email address, do let Mrs 

Capell in the office know. 

St Margaret’s at Cliffe Village  
Welcomes you all to the 

 

Christmas lights switch on and street party 
 

Saturday 9
th

 December 2017 

From 4pm  

 

Raffle draw to take place after the Christmas lights 
are switched on 

 
 

This event is organised and supported by the Parish Council, local 

businesses and the local community 

  

A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all from everyone at 

   Langdon   

 

http://www.langdonprimaryschool.co.uk/

